192                      A SYSTEM OP MAGIC,

natural religion, of good government, and of dedica-
tion to the public welfare of mankind; nay, even
upon principles of piety, and a homage to be paid to
the Divine Being, as the first moving cause of life,
and as a debt due to that Being, for all the good at-
tending human life ; that nothing has been want-
Ing in some pagans but a revelation from heaven,
and an opening in the eyes of the soul by divine in-
spiration, to know the only true God.

Those that are of this opinion, support it by the
example of Kuma Pompilius, the founder of the
Roman rites, and to whom the establishing the
greater part of the pagan ceremonies is justly
assigned; who, they tell us, acted upon the highest
principles of morality and virtue, and even of piety;
that he went even to the utmost length that nature
and reason could go; that he not only acknowledged
a supreme Power, to whom mankind owed his ho-
mage for the good received, and who would not
fail, in a life to come, to distribute rewards and pu-
nishments, agreeable to the life and conduct of every
man here: but owned also that worship as a natural
debt, to be paid by all mankind; hence upon the
door of the temple of the several gods he caused to
be written, as a direction to all mankind, this short
precept, a Jove prmcipium; intimating that every
action of man's life should be begun with applica-
tion to the gods. They add, that Numa had a pro-
found, sincere veneration for the Creator of all
things, as the Author of life, and the supreme God
of heaven and earth, and that he wanted nothing to
be a sincere worshipper of the true God, but a true
revelation from heaven, enlightening his mind, and
guiding him to know what way of worship that God
would be pleased to accept.

They give us several other examples of great and
illustrious men, who though professed heathens in
the manner of worship, and the immediate object.